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Soldier is
cleared in
Afghanistan
shooting
Negligent homicide
charges against Sgt. 1st
Class Walter Taylor
are dismissed in the
killing of a civilian
doctor last year.
Pete Souza Chicago Tribune

By Kim Murphy

THE ARCTIC NATIONAL WILDLIFE REFUGE and coastal lands, if opened to oil and gas drilling, would

yield a relatively modest $7 billion over 10 years, the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office found.

Different portrait of oil revenue
A federal report
differs from industry
estimates of the value
of opening more land.
By Neela Banerjee
WASHINGTON
—
Opening nearly all federal
land to oil and gas drilling —
including the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge —
would bring modest revenues to the U.S. budget
over the next decade, according to a new report by
the nonpartisan Congressional Budget Office prepared at the behest of Republican lawmakers.
If opened to drilling, the
Alaska refuge and parts of
the Atlantic, Pacific and
Florida coasts together
would yield $7 billion over
the next decade, the CBO
said. That’s less than 5% of
the $150 billion the federal
budget already stands to get

Lottery results
Tonight’s Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $29 million
Sales close at 7:45 p.m.
For Wednesday, Aug. 8, 2012
Super Lotto Plus
Mega number is bold

6-22-31-36-43—Mega 18
Jackpot: $10 million
Winners per category:
5 + Mega
5
4 + Mega
4
3 + Mega
3
2 + Mega
1 + Mega
Mega only

No. of
winners
0
2
13
407
686
16,180
8,972
44,063
69,389

Amount
of prize(s)
-$24,779
$1,906
$101
$54
$11
$11
$2
$1

For Thursday, Aug. 9, 2012
Fantasy Five: 3-4-15-31-39
Daily Four: 6-1-0-4
Daily Three (midday): 6-6-5
Daily Three (evening): 6-9-4
Daily Derby:
(9) Winning Spirit
(12) Lucky Charms
(10) Solid Gold
Race time: 1:43.49
Results on the Internet:
www.latimes.com/lottery
General information:
(800) 568-8379
(Results not available at this number)

over that period from oil and
gas leases on federal land already open to drilling.
The CBO report differs
with long-standing assertions by the oil and gas industry and their political
allies that opening land currently off-limits to development would channel considerable revenue to federal coffers and help reduce the national debt. Industry and its
allies also say that removing
drilling limits would free the
United States from dependence on foreign oil.
House Budget Committee Chairman Paul D. Ryan
(R-Wis.), who requested the
report, did not immediately
respond to a request for
comment. Neither did Rep.
Chris Van Hollen of Mary-

land, the panel’s ranking
Democrat.
For its calculations, the
CBO cited estimates of 8 billion barrels of oil within the
Arctic refuge. However, the
Energy Information Administration — the research and
analysis arm of the Energy
Department — says the
amount is more likely 1.9 billion to 4 billion barrels.
Using the higher estimate, the CBO found that
opening the ecologically
sensitive wildlife refuge to oil
and gas production would
yield $5 billion over the next
10 years — 50% to 90% of
which would go to Alaska
under current law.
Opening more of the
American coastline to oil
and gas development would

yield an additional $2 billion
over 10 years, to be divided
between U.S. and state authorities, the CBO said.
“The federal government
also would collect royalties if
oil and natural gas eventually were produced from
those lands, but most royalty payments would not be
collected until much later
because of the long lag between the initial leasing
agreement and the time
when production begins,”
the CBO said.
It estimated those revenues at $2 billion to $4 billion a year from 2023 to 2035,
but called the numbers
“quite uncertain.”
neela.banerjee
@latimes.com

Criminal charges were
dismissed Thursday against
U.S. Army Sgt. 1st Class Walter Taylor, who had faced potential imprisonment for
negligent homicide in the
2011 death of a civilian doctor
in Afghanistan.
Col. Darren L. Werner,
commander of the Army’s
16th Sustainment Brigade in
Bamberg, Germany, released a charge sheet dismissing all counts after an
investigating officer reported that there was insufficient evidence to support
the charges.
The case has sparked
widespread debate over the
Army’s rules of engagement
in Afghanistan, which require soldiers to positively
establish that a target is a
noncivilian with hostile intent before using their weapons. Rarely in the past have
service members faced homicide charges for split-second decisions made in the
heat of combat.
Taylor, 31, has said he had

LATE BRIEFING
FLORIDA

Zimmerman
will claim
self-defense
George
Zimmerman’s
lawyers will seek a hearing
under the state’s “stand
your ground” self-defense
law, which could result in
dismissal of all criminal
charges against the man
who killed Trayvon Martin.
Zimmerman’s defense
team will use the controversial law — which allows the
use of deadly force when
someone fears severe injury
or death — because there is
“clear support for a strong
claim of self-defense,” lawyer
Mark O’Mara wrote on the
defense’s website.
Zimmerman, 28, has
pleaded not guilty to a
charge of second-degree
murder. He has said that
shooting Martin on a rainy
February night in Sanford,
Fla., was an act of self-defense, sparked by a fight that
the teenager provoked. Martin, 17, was unarmed.
The hearing will probably
occur in a few months.
Nearly 70% of defendants
using a “stand your ground”
defense have gone free since
the law passed in 2005, ac-

Gaetan Bally Associated Press

WAR PLANE CRAS H FIN DI NG
Workers on Gauli Glacier in the Swiss Alps remove the propeller of a U.S.
C-53 Skytrooper warplane that crashed in 1946. Some of the 12 on board were
injured, but none were killed. Climbers discovered the propeller in July.

cording to a Tampa Bay
Times investigation. The
same analysis found that the
odds of proving a successful
self-defense claim go up to
73% if the victim is black.
— Laura J. Nelson

rate underground tunnel
network linking Sinai and
the Gaza Strip that is used
to smuggle weapons, people
and basic goods to circumvent border restrictions imposed by Israel and Egypt
against the Hamas-controlled Palestinian territory.

EGYPT

Gunmen attack
police station
Gunmen sprayed a police
station in Egypt’s Sinai
peninsula with bullets, setting off a brief firefight with
policemen before speeding
away in a truck, the latest in
a series of attacks against security forces in the increasingly volatile region, security
officials said.
Meanwhile, the military
sent additional armored and
other army vehicles to boost
its strength in a hunt for
militants following a deadly
weekend attack that killed 16
Egyptian soldiers.
The security officials also
said that army engineers
were making preparations
to destroy or shut an elabo-

— associated press

LIBYA

Assembly elects
interim president
Libya’s newly formed national assembly elected former opposition leader Mohamed Magariaf as interim
president.
Magariaf was a leading
figure of the country’s oldest
opposition movement, the
National Front for the Salvation of Libya, which made
several attempts to end the
late Moammar Kadafi’s 42year rule, sometimes by assassination plots.
Magariaf, who will hold
the office until a new constitution is in place next year,
will replace Mustafa Abdul

Jalil, head of the outgoing
transitional council.
— associated press

VIETNAM

U.S. begins
dioxin cleanup
The U.S. has begun a
landmark project to clean
up a dangerous chemical left
from the defoliant Agent Orange — 50 years after American planes first sprayed it on
Vietnam’s jungles to destroy
enemy cover.
Dioxin, which has been
linked to cancer, birth defects and other disabilities,
will be removed from the site
of a former U.S. air base in
Danang in central Vietnam.
The effort is seen as a longoverdue step toward removing a thorn in relations between the former foes nearly
four decades after the Vietnam War ended.
The $43-million joint
project with Vietnam is expected to be completed in
four years.
— associated press

only seconds to decide
whether an unidentified figure emerging from a car near
a shootout with insurgents
was about to detonate a
bomb. The shootout had
erupted after a roadside
bomb seriously injured five
other soldiers.
As it happened, the person he fatally shot was the
head of the obstetrics department at a nearby hospital, returning with her family
from a wedding.
“It’s not just a victory for
me; it’s a victory for all the
soldiers,” Taylor said in an
interview Thursday. “For all
the soldiers that did great
things down range [in Afghanistan]. They don’t have
to think in their mind that
one of their comrades was
being done wrong.”
A large number of soldiers from Taylor’s platoon,
whose job it was to clear explosives along the main
roads between Kabul and
Kandahar, had risen to support their comrade after the
charges were filed.
“I got nothing but respect
for him,” Spc. Wayne Wedgeworth, who was one of those
injured in the explosion on
the day of the incident, said
in an earlier interview. “He
fought when he had to fight.
He did not back down. He
fought the enemy off.”
The charges of negligent
homicide and dereliction of
duty could have led to three
years of imprisonment.
Army prosecutors, who had
alleged Taylor should have
been more careful to make a
positive identification before firing his weapon, did
not immediately respond to
requests for comment.
An investigating officer
who heard three days’ worth
of testimony concluded in a
report last week that a reasonable person might well
have concluded that the figure Taylor shot was a threat.
He said there was not adequate evidence to support
criminal charges.
Taylor, who was on his
fourth combat deployment
to Iraq and Afghanistan,
was seriously injured 10 days
after the gunfight when a
rocket-propelled grenade
slammed into his vehicle, severely disfiguring his face.
The Article 32 preliminary hearing on the criminal
charges, held in Germany in
June, required a postponement of his reconstructive
surgery.
Taylor said Thursday he
was planning soon to move
to Texas to begin the next
round of at least half a dozen
surgeries.
After that, he said, he
hopes to stay in the Army,
win a promotion to first sergeant and join a warrior
transition unit to help injured soldiers get medical
care, counseling and benefits.
“It’s a lot of responsibility,
but if you have a heart and
care about soldiers, it
shouldn’t be a hard job. It’d
be rewarding, physically and
mentally,” he said.
Taylor’s mother, Dottie,
who lives in Riverview, Fla.,
said her entire church community was celebrating.
“We are on Cloud 9. I tell
you, between the church
people and all of us praying,
it’s just been such a burden
on this family,” she said
Thursday. “We just thank
God that everything is over
with and he can go on with
his surgery and go on with
his life.”
She said she wasn’t surprised that her son wanted
to stay in the Army.
“He’s a soldier’s soldier,
you know what I’m saying?”
she said. “He’s not one of the
ones that want to give up.”
kim.murphy@latimes.com

