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rouse, even when told their position had been compromised.  Once Hensley awoke and processed 
the seriousness of the situation, he took charge, pinning the man to the ground and searching 
him.  The men spotted Al-Janabi's 15-year-old son nearby and gestured him into the hideout.  
Soon after, however, Hensley ordered everyone but Vela out of the hideout and released the boy.  
"I just sat there, in a kind of daze, with my pistol propped on my knee," Vela told the court.  
Then, Vela testified, Henlsey moved out of the way and said shoot.  Vela did.  But, said Vela, his 
response was a reflex and not a conscious decision. "I don't remember pulling the trigger," he 
said. "It took me a while to figure out that the shot had come from the pistol in my hand." 
 
During closing arguments, Culp recapped several issues introduced during the trial that he said 
called the murder charge into doubt.  He emphasized a medical expert's testimony about just how 
dangerous extended sleeplessness can be.  In one study he cited, test subjects whose blood 
alcohol level was .05 performed better at a driving simulator than those who had been kept 
awake for 24 hours.  And cognitive function and memory retention declines exponentially as one 
day without sleep stretches into two and then three.  "This is the elephant in the room," Culp 
said.  "How completely, utterly, totally sleep deprived these men were.  This killing was not 
murder, but a horrible accident committed by a severely impaired soldier." 
 
Lead prosecutor Maj. Charles Kuhfahl, however, maintained that the case was, in fact, 
elementary.  "This is a simple case," he said. "But the defense presented a kaleidoscope of 
defense arguments in the hope of confusing you."  The fundamental issue, he said, was this: 
"U.S. Army soldiers do not kill unarmned, detained individuals."  The jury returned its guilty 
verdict after three hours of deliberation. 
 
During the sentencing proceedings immediately following the verdict, Al-Janabi's son Mustafa 
said to the jury, "I know this criminal has a wife and family and they will miss him when you put 
him in jail, but we also miss our father.  I hope you will consider that. Please don't forget about 
us."  Speaking to the jury himself, Vela asked for leniency. "I am sorry that all I can say is that I 
am sorry and ask for your mercy. I failed your standards and I failed my own." 
 


