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Tonight’s Mega Millions
Estimated jackpot: $13 million
Sales close at 7:45 p.m.

For Wednesday, Aug. 1, 2012
Super Lotto Plus
Mega number is bold

2-11-36-40-45—Mega 13
Jackpot: $8 million
Winners per category:

No. of
winners

Amount
of prize(s)

5 + Mega 0 --
5 2 $23,933
4 + Mega 15 $1,595
4 373 $106
3 + Mega 649 $55
3 15,474 $11
2 + Mega 9,648 $9
1 + Mega 49,257 $1
Mega only 75,321 $1

For Thursday, Aug. 2, 2012

Fantasy Five: 1-9-12-19-30

Daily Four: 4-3-7-3

Daily Three (midday): 8-4-8

Daily Three (evening): 2-7-7

Daily Derby:
(4) Big Ben
(1) Gold Rush
(5) California Classic
Race time: 1:49.59

Results on the Internet:
www.latimes.com/lottery
General information:
(800) 568-8379
(Results not available at this number)

Lottery results

An Army sergeant facing
a charge of negligent homi-
cide in the fatal shooting of a
popular Afghan physician
should not have to face
court-martial, a military
hearing officer concluded
Thursday.

In a strongly worded re-
port, Lt. Col. Alva Hart
found in favor of Sgt. 1st
Class Walter Taylor on every
point, saying there was in-
sufficient evidence to sup-
port the charges against
him. The shooting — follow-
ing a confusing firefight in
central Afghanistan — has
raised questions about the
strict rules of engagement to
which U.S. soldiers are held
in attempting to minimize
civilian casualties. 

The findings now go to a
senior commander at Tay-

lor’s home base in Bamberg,
Germany, where they’re ex-
pected to play a substantial
role in the decision on
whether to drop the charges
or proceed to a court-mar-
tial. 

Taylor, a 13-year Army
veteran with four combat
deployments in Iraq and Af-
ghanistan, has been facing
the possibility of three years
in prison as a result of the
July 2011 firefight, when in-
surgents attacked a U.S.
convoy on the main road be-
tween Kabul and Kandahar.

The firefight started
when a roadside bomb blew
up a heavily armored vehicle
at the front of the convoy, se-
riously injuring five soldiers
inside. Taylor and his men
exchanged fire with insur-
gents who were fleeing in a
pair of white cars.

Amid the gunfire, an un-
known black car sped
through the scene, coming
to a halt near the command
wire for the roadside bomb.
After the white cars had es-
caped and the gunfire had
stopped, an unidentified fig-
ure emerged from the car
and moved toward its rear.
Taylor and another soldier
opened fire, later saying they

believed the person to be an
insurgent who might set off a
second bomb or a suicide
vest.

But it was a civilian wom-
an: Dr. Aqilah Hikmat, head
of the obstetrics and gyne-
cology department at the lo-
cal provincial hospital. Hik-
mat’s husband, who was in-
jured in the firefight, said his
family had unwittingly driv-
en into the scene and was at-
tempting to escape when
their car came under fire. 

Army officials opened a
murder investigation and
initially filed charges of man-
slaughter, later reducing the
charges to negligent homi-
cide and dereliction of duty.
They presented their case in
June in Bamberg during a
three-day hearing under Ar-
ticle 32 of the military justice
code. 

The case struck a chord
among U.S. soldiers, many of
whom have said the Army’s
drive to minimize civilian
casualties, although justi-
fied, has resulted in rules of
engagement that make it in-
creasingly difficult for sol-
diers to defend themselves
in combat.

More than 5,600 people
have signed on to a Face-

book page in support of Tay-
lor, who was seriously in-
jured in a grenade attack a
little more than a week after
the firefight. The case has
delayed his medical treat-
ment in the U.S., needed to
help repair his vision and re-
construct his face, which
was severely disfigured in
the attack.

Hart found no fault with
the rules of engagement or
with Taylor. He said the 31-
year-old noncommissioned
officer had complied with
rules as well as could be ex-
pected.

Several members of the
convoy had opened fire on
Hikmat’s car long before
Taylor began approaching
it, he noted, and at least one
of them had positively iden-
tified it as hostile.

“I find that a reasonable
person, under these circum-
stances, with the training
provided, and knowledge
gained through daily op-
erations, would determine
that the vehicle’s actions
were the prelude to an immi-
nent use of force against” the
platoon, he said.

Hart also rejected one of
the pieces of evidence chiefly
used by the prosecution to

argue that Taylor was guilty:
astatement by one of his pla-
toon soldiers, Sgt. Richard
McKelvey. 

According to that state-
ment, Taylor smiled when he
came upon Hikmat’s hus-
band, who lay injured in the
car, and yelled, “Yeah, that’s
what you get.”

McKelvey was not to be
trusted, Hart concluded, be-
cause he appeared to have a
grudge against Taylor and
was described by his superi-
ors as “a person of weak per-
sonal integrity.”

“He was a man known to
bend the truth to his needs
when it was to his advan-
tage,” the officer wrote.

James Culp, Taylor’s ci-
vilian attorney, said he be-
lieved the findings were
forceful enough that the
case would not proceed to
court-martial.

He said that when Taylor
heard the officer’s recom-
mendations, he began weep-
ing “for the first time” since
the case began.

“I’m exceedingly
pleased,” Culp said. “I’m not
used to the right thing hap-
pening.”

kim.murphy@latimes.com 

Ruling opposes court-martial
ARMY SGT. 1ST CLASS WALTER TAYLOR, left, in an undated photo. About a week after the July 2011 firefight in which an Afghan
doctor was killed, Taylor was struck by a grenade. At right, he gets a hospital visit in Germany from his mother, sister and a nurse.

A soldier charged in
an Afghan doctor’s
death was not at fault,
a hearing officer says.

By Kim Murphy

ing what Congress always
does — kicking the can down
the road instead of coming
together to solve problems.”

The National Drought
Mitigation Center said
Thursday that arid condi-
tions continued to intensify
in Nebraska, Kansas, Mis-
souri, Oklahoma and Arkan-
sas.

Agriculture Secretary
Tom Vilsack announced new
aid for farmers and ranchers
earlier this week. More than
half the nation’s counties
have federal disaster desig-
nations, largely because of
drought.

“It’s hard to believe that
it’s getting worse, but it is,
even with some rain in the
region,” said Brian Fuchs, a
climatologist with the Na-
tional Drought Mitigation
Center at the University of
Nebraska-Lincoln.

Although a divisive de-
bate over whether to extend
tax cuts has dominated this
Congress, lawmakers have

WASHINGTON — Even
as the drought worsened in
the Midwest and Great
Plains, Congress proved un-
able to provide relief for
farmers and ranchers before
leaving for a month of cam-
paigning.

The House on Thursday
approved a scaled-down
$383-million package pri-
marily to help ranchers
whose livestock losses and
feed costs are mounting as
arid conditions make land
unusable for grazing. But
the Senate declined to con-
sider the bill before recess-
ing, preferring a broader bi-
partisan measure it passed
overwhelmingly last month.

The vote in the House
was 223 to 197, with 35 mostly
farm-state Democrats join-
ing Republicans in support.
Most Democrats held out for
the broader bill.

“This House should not
go home while literally hang-
ing our ranchers out to dry
without a safety net to get
through this drought,” said
freshman Rep. Kristi Noem
(R-S.D.), who is from a
ranching family.

Democrats, who control
the Senate, prefer the broad-
er farm bill, which would
provide more robust
drought relief to other agri-
cultural sectors. Democrats
also object to the GOP’s plan
to offset the costs by cutting
conservation funds.

“It’s deeply troubling
that the House would leave
farmers and small business-
es in the lurch,” said Sen.
Debbie Stabenow (D-
Mich.), chairwoman of the
Senate Agriculture Commit-
tee. “House leadership is do-

sometimes found agree-
ment on lower-profile mea-
sures. Late Wednesday, for
example, Congress ap-
proved a measure to tighten
sanctions on Iran, an at-
tempt to stem the Islamic
nation’s nuclear ambitions
by blocking U.S. companies
from doing business in Iran’s
oil trade.

But drought aid proved
too difficult. Farm-state
senators from both parties
appeared unwilling to sepa-
rate the relief provisions
from the broader farm bill,
which they will try again to
pass in the fall.

Supporters of the House
bill said ranchers needed im-
mediate help. Rep. Frank D.
Lucas (R-Okla.), chairman
of the House Agriculture
Committee, acknowledged
the stopgap measure was
not a long-term solution but
said, “It takes care of the
problem.”

lisa.mascaro@latimes.com

Congress leaves farmers high and dry
As the drought gets
worse, members go on
recess without passing
a relief measure.

By Lisa Mascaro

Apparently hoping to
stave off a lawsuit, the
Democratic Congressional
Campaign Committee is-
sued a sweeping apology
Thursday to billionaire Re-
publican donor Sheldon
Adelson — perhaps the last
man to whom Democrats
want to utter the words,
“We’re sorry.”

The DCCC said it was re-
tracting statements “that
attacked Sheldon Adelson, a
supporter of the opposing
party.” Those statements
accused Adelson of person-
ally approving of prostitu-
tion at his company’s casi-
nos in Macao, China, accord-
ing to his lawyers and pub-
lished reports.

The retraction called
those allegations “unsub-
stantiated,” adding: “This
was wrong. The statements
were untrue and unfair and
we retract them. The DCCC
extends its sincere apology
to Mr. Adelson and his fami-
ly for any injury we have
caused.”

Adelson is by far the larg-
est donor in the current
presidential campaign, hav-
ing pumped $21.5 million
into a “super PAC” support-
ing former House Speaker
Newt Gingrich’s unsuccess-
ful Republican primary
campaign, and more re-
cently chipping in $10 million
to a super PAC, Restore Our
Future, that backs pre-
sumptive GOP nominee
Mitt Romney.

According to a letter from
Adelson’s lawyers, a copy of
which was posted online by
the Las Vegas Sun, the dis-
pute with the DCCC
stemmed from two state-
ments issued by the Demo-
cratic group, the first on
June 29 under the headline:
“Breaking: House Republi-
cans’ Biggest Donor Ap-
proved ‘Prostitution Strate-
gy’ in China.” The statement
said that Adelson “person-
ally approved of prostitution
and knew of other improper
activity at his company’s
properties in the Chinese
enclave” of Macao.

The DCCC had attribut-
ed its claim to the Associat-
ed Press. 

The AP reported June 28
on an allegation by a fired
executive for Adelson’s com-
pany, Sands China Ltd., who
said in court papers that
Adelson had approved of “a
prostitution strategy” at the
properties.

Through his lawyers and
in court papers at the time,
Adelson vehemently denied
the claim, calling it false and
“scurrilous.”

mitchell.landsberg
@latimes.com

GOP
donor’s
rivals
issue an
apology 
Democratic campaign
committee retracts
statements about
billionaire Adelson
and prostitution at his
casinos in Macao.

By Mitchell Landsberg
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